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DelbertLee Kestner

FEB 24, 1955 - JUL 1, 2022

D elbert Lee "Del" Kestner, 67, passed away on July 1, 2022, from lung cancer. He
fought hard, with his wife by his side and the Lord in his heart.

Del is survived by his wife, Patricia; his mother, Viola; his son, Terry and his wife Brandy; his son,
John; his grandchildren Julia, Shawn, Rebecca, and Marshall Lee; his sister, Margret and her
husband Larry; his brother, Sam, and his wife Debbie; nieces and nephews: Justin, Aaron, Alicia,
Jennifer, and Connor. He was preceded in death by his father, Walter; his brother Scotty; and his
sister, Angie.

Del was born in Paintsville, KY on February 24, 1955. He met Pat while performing in Ocala in
1978 and they fell in love. They were married for 44 years. He worked as a Civil Engineer, for the
City of Lakeland, for 40 years. He loved playing guitar in church, at home, and anywhere else he
had an audience. He and his brother Sam performed in many bands over the years. Most
recently, "Sunshine Edition." His final request, while surrounded by his loved ones, "Please let the
Lord into your heart, so I can see you all again.

His memorial service will be at Gentry-Morrison Funeral Home, 1727 Bartow Rd, Lakeland at 10
a.m. on July 6, 2022. A reception will follow at Word of Life Christian Center, 1555 W. Main Street,
Bartow.
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Memorial Service
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Tribute Wall DelbertLee Kestner

FEB 24,1955 - JUL 11,2022

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes shared a Video.

July 5 at 6:46 AM

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes shared a Webcast Video.

July 5 at12:45 PM

PatKestner posted:

Idon't even know where to start. You were and always will be the love of my life. My heartis so
broken I fearit will never be the same. For 45 years you were by my side. We did everything
together, went everywhere together. We were best friends. How do | go on without you? The
Bible says that 2 that marry shall become one. That was definitely true for us. Now | feel so
incomplete. Lost. Empty. You were the best husband and dad any woman could ask for. You were
such an honest, loving, giving man, a true Christian. You took such good care of your family and
you helped so many others whenever you could. You were a man of your word, you kept your
promises. Were you perfect? You were forus. You used the gift of music that God gave youto
affect the lives of so many others. You were a good son, brother, uncle, grandpa and brotherin
law and fatherin law. Everyone in our family loved you very much. You were looked up to and
respected, and needed by all of us. | know you are now at peace, no pain, no fear, no sorrow. |
know you are rejoicing in Heaven and | will see you again soon. | love you 3000 and miss you
even more.

March1at11:52 AM
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Tribute Wall DelbertLee Kestner

FEB 24,1955 - JUL 11,2022

Terry K posted:

Dad,l sure do miss you and | never did get to properly tell you how much | appreciate you. I'm
pretty sure I didn't exactly know how much myself, until it was too late. | know that no one is
without fault, but from my point of view, you were pretty close.l've never met anyone as
genuinely caring as you. You made an impact on so many lives, family, friends, co workers,
brothers and sisters at church, even people at your favorite restaurants, and the list goes on. You
definitely will not be forgotten.When | was just a young boy, you eagerly took on the roll of Daddy
to me without a second thought, even though you didn't have to. You always introduced me as
your son, not step son. You made sure that we never did without, even in the toughest of times.
You never stopped loving me and being proud of me even when ltook you for granted. You set
such a great example of a Dad and role model for me. You set the bar so high. | only wish that |
could have told you just how much I love and appreciate you. God couldn't have picked a better
Dad forme. It's me that is proud of you Dad.l love you.

February 18 at 7:40 PM

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Kestner family.

July 12 at 8:20 AM
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FEB 24,1955 - JUL 11,2022

Larry J Sumner posted:

Dear Kestner Family,Vickie and | were so sorry to learn of Del's passing. We had so hoped and
prayed that he'd get well and return to doing the things he so loved to do, but as we all know there
comes atime when even that 'just one more day' we had so wanted is just notto be. And, as we
as Christians know, God's still in charge, so it must have just been time for Del to go Home.
Knowing so doesn'tlessen our pain, but at least we know that Del's pain and suffering is overand
he's where such pain, suffering and sorrow no longer exist. I'm sure he's still busy right now
shaking hands with old friends and hugging family members that have been waiting to see him
again. Our prayers are now with you and your family. May God heal the hurt he knows you're
feeling and prepare us all for that time he too calls us Home for our great Homecoming.Blessings
to you all,Yours in Christ,Larry and Vickie Sumner

July 8 at 7:24 AM

@ PatKestner March 1at5:42 AM

Idon't even know where to start. You were and always will be the love of my life. My heart
is so broken | fear it will never be the same. For 45 years you were by my side. We did
everything together, went everywhere together. We were best friends. How do 1 go on
without you? The Bible says that 2 that marry shall become one. That was definitely true
forus. Now | feel so incomplete. Lost. Empty. You were the best husband and dad any
woman could ask for. You were such an honest, loving, giving man, a true Christian. You
took such good care of yourfamily and you helped so many others wheneveryou could.
You were a man of your word, you kept your promises. Were you perfect? You were for us.
You used the gift of music that God gave you to affect the lives of so many others. You
were a good son, brother, uncle, grandpa and brotherin law and fatherin law. Everyone in
our family loved you very much. You were looked up to and respected, and needed by all
of us.lknow you are now at peace, no pain, no fear, no sorrow. | know you are rejoicing in
Heaven and | will see you again soon. llove you 3000 and miss you even more.

@ Terry K February 18 at 7:44 PM

Thank you Mister Big Larry and Mrs. Vickie Dad always came home after work with a story
about you which always came with a big smile! Thank you for being such a wonderful
friend to him and us as well!

@ PatKestner July 11at 5:21 AM
Thank you Larry. You were a true lifetime friend.
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DelbertLee Kestner
FEB 24,1955 - JUL 1,2022

July 5 at 6:46 AM

In Loving Memory
Delbert Kestner
1955-2022

’E Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes shared a Webcast Video. July 5at12:45 PM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Delbert by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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